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(5) An assurance that existing laws, especially affecting Indians, will be
administered justly and with due regard to vested rights.

In view of these circumstances, we came to the conclusion that we were
justified in extending the scope of our enquiry so as to include an investigation
into the subject of the administration of the Immigration and Licensing Laws.

We feel bound, however, in .view of the terms of reference, to limit our
investigation to the five subjects specified above, and to eliminate from our en-
quiry such questions as the following, which we were invited by various witnes-
ses to consider:

(a)  That the Transvaal Laws prohibiting Asiatics from becoming the
owners of fixed property and from acquiring  rights under the Gold
Law should be repealed.

(b)  That it should be illegal for the Government to insert in grants and
leases of land hi townships in the Transvaal a clause prohibiting the
transfer or sub-letting of the land to Asiatics;

(c)  Such general questions as the alleged want of proper educational faci-
lities for the children of Asiatics; their inability to carry firearms, to
ride in trams in the Transvaal, etc.

None of these matters in our opinion had any effect in bringing about the
strike, and most of them could only be dealt with by legislation and not by
administrative action, so that we do not consider that they fall within the scope
of our enquiry.

That being so, we now proceed to discuss the five subjects set forth by
Mr. Gandhi in his final letter of the 21st January, 1914.

THE ORANGE FREE STATE QUESTION

This has already been referred to, and* in view of the assurance given by
the Minister on the subject, it is somewhat difficult to understand why it has
been resuscitated. The only point that can be made regarding it is, that9 in-
asmuch as under Section 7 of the Act of 1913 educated Indians entering the
Free State become subject to Section 8 of Chapter 33 of the Free State Law
Book, which amongst other things requires that a declaration shall be made
before a Resident Magistrate, and inasmuch as it has been agreed by the Minis-
ter that no such declaration shall in future be required, it might be advisable
to amend Section 7 of the Act so as to make this perfectly clear.

THE CAPE ENTRY QUESTION

It is clear that, if the provisional settlement of 1911 did in fact safe-
guard the existing rights of Indians, then in strict law there has been a breach
of that agreement Unfortunately the terms of this settlement are not set forth
specifically in any formal document, but are to be gathered from two letters which
passed between the Private Secretary to the Minister and Mr. Gandhi on the
23rd April, 1911,